Force measurement tools to explore cadherin mechanotransduction.
Cell-cell adhesions serve to mechanically couple cells, allowing for long-range transmission of forces across cells in development, disease, and homeostasis. Recent work has shown that such contacts also play a role in transducing mechanical cues into a wide variety of cellular behaviors important to tissue function. As such, understanding the mechanical regulation of cells through their adhesion molecules has become a point of intense focus. This review will highlight the existing and emerging technologies and models that allow for exploration of cadherin-based adhesions as sites of mechanotransduction.